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SPRING 2024 HOODING INVESTITURE
Saturday, May 4,2024
Dakota Prairie Playhouse

PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance” - by Sir Edward Elgar
Please rise and remain standing until the graduating class has been seated.

OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Mark Hawkes
Dean of Graduate Studies

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Ashley Podhradsky
Vice President for Research & Economic Development

HOODING INVESTITURE
RECESSIONAL

Please rise and remain standing until the

platform party and graduating class have retired.

GRADUATE LEVEL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences
M.S.in Computer Science
MS.in Cyber Defense
Ph.D.in Computer Science
Ph.D.in Cyber Defense
Ph.D.in Cyber Operations

College of Business and Information Systems
MB.A. in General Management
M.S. in Analytics
M.S. in Health Informatics and Information Management
MSS. in Information Systems
Ph.D. in Information Systems

College of Education
M.S.Ed. in Educational Technology



The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Computer Science

Kyle Ronald Korman
Andrew W. Kramer

Shawn Gregory Zwach

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Cyber Defense

Ahmad A. Abusini
Olufemi Adetunji Asabi
Malik Atiba Gladden
Chad R. Johnson
Jonathan Lancelot

Beulah McGee

Venkatadri Kanthi Narukonda
Daniel R. Nash

Katherine Lee Shuck

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Cyber Operations

Kurt Jarvis
Thuy Thi Lam
Austin R. Norby

Anthony Guilliamo Rizi
Raven Diane Sims
Gregory Ronald Sunderland

College of Business and Information Systems

Doctor of Philosophy in Information Systems

Andrew James Behrens

Analytics & Decision Support
Akhilesh Chauhan

Analytics & Decision Support
Rajesh Godasu

Analytics & Decision Support
Michael David Knupp

Analytics & Decision Support
Christopher Lee Kreider

Cyber Security

Kaushik Nagarajan Muthusamy Ragothaman
Analytics & Decision Support

Ali Y. Shaheen

Analytics & Decision Support
Kruttika Sutrave*

Analytics & Decision Support
Brent A. Van Aartsen

Analytics & Decision Support
Yu (Gary) Zhao

Analytics & Decision Support

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences

Master of Science in Computer Science

Elijah James Abbott
Cyber Operations
Arne Roland Buhs
Cyber Operations
Michael C. Clark
Cyber Operations
Kiera Dean Conway
Cyber Operations
Hannah L. Droge
Cyber Operations

*Prior Term Graduate

Nicholas Daniel Handberg
Jacob Lawrence Hooper
Christopher Shawn Lewis

Cyber Operations
Rayanne Maurine Liester
Cameron Jade Maynard
Ryan Christopher Morganti
Brandon Scott Parrott

Artificial Intelligence
Morgan MaKay Saathoff
Tyler Robert Salmen



Nora Sandison Jessica Nicole Tarr

Mason Henry Schmidgall Tyler Martin Thomas
Tyler J. Sternod Cyber Operations
Cyber Operations Jackson Cooper Zastera

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences
Master of Science in Cyber Defense

Brandon Lee Baker® Joshua David Krull

Joshua Charles Bartholomew Lisa Marie McKee

Kibreab H. Berhe Taylor Douglas Myers
Telvina Tracy Cole Tochukwu Adaobi Okafor*
Max C. Davis Janessa Marie Palmieri
Autumn Grace Driscoll Dinkar Sharma

Darrin Dutcher Evan S. Slominski

Kaedin Christopher Hogan London Kory Van Sickle
Mitchell Scott Kenyon Chelsea Patricia Weiss
Austen Allen King Danielle Antione Whitaker Jr.
Bolutife Kolawole Chirawat Yooyuenyong

Christopher David Kolsrud

College of Business and Information Systems
Master of Business Administration in General Management

Brooke Ann Harmer Elizabeth Marie Whitesides
Madison A. Polzin

College of Business and Information Systems
Master of Science in Analytics

Jacqueline Musoliza Agufa Subash Mahat

Ashish Bhandari Garret Robert Spindler

Rohith Burugupally Abdullah Tanveer

Sushanth Reddy Chandupatla Vidya Vadapalli

Lillian Jewel Dennis Matthew David Weseloh

Sharath Kumar Gajjarapu Hakeem Rahniady Putra Ady Yatim

Rajinikanth Reddy Gunda

College of Business and Information Systems
Master of Science in Health Informatics and Information Management

Michael J. King Zachary Brian Rohrbach
Monica Mysore Chandrashekar Mitchell Terrence Whiley

College of Business and Information Systems
Master of Science in Information Systems

Benony Kwabena Aboagyi Phani Deepak Arvapalli
Data Management Data Management
Sai Jahnavi Akula Jacob Matthew Banghart
Data Management Data Management
Bhanu Prasad Reddy Alla Vinay Reddy Barla
Data Management Data Management

*Prior Term Graduate



Nageswara Rao Bommineni

Venkata Lakshman Matta

Data Management Data Management
Sunil Chakravarthi Boyapati Sohail Mohammad Abdul

Data Management Data Management
Pravallika Chillara Ahron Luke Perumandla

Data Management Data Management
Sai Mounika Chintalapudi Pavan Kumar Ponnala

Data Management Data Management
Venkata Rishmanth Yadav Dokku Dion Charles Reynolds

Data Management Network Administration & Security
Alexis Lee Fredin Rajvamsi Rudru

Cyber Security Data Management
Alexis Hiles Kannan Sankaranarayanan

Healthcare Information Systems Healthcare Information Systems
Micah Lee Impecoven Krishna Shyam Selagamsetti

Analytics Data Management
Aditya Jagatha Satish Sai Vanka

Data Management Data Management
Akash Reddy Kante Bhanu Manideep Vejendla

Data Management Data Management
Kusuma Mandyam Man Wang

Data Management Cyber Security
Bala Vamsi Maragani*

Data Management

College of Education

Master of Science in Education in Educational Technology

Melissa Marie Jurgens
Courtney Noem-Christensen
David Michael Novak

Jazlynn D. Pederson

Alexandra Lauren Sogn



History of the Hooding Ceremony and Academic Regalia

The academic regalia you see graduates and faculty wear today hearken back to the origins of academia.
The cap, gown and hood closely resemble requirements of 14th century English universities which
prescribed the wearing of a long gown by faculty and students. The tradition of special academic dress
seems to have entered the United States through King’s College (now Columbia University) in colonial
New York. As late as the 1880s, different institutions established their own academic dress codes like what
is done throughout Europe to this day. In 1935, the American Council on Education approved a code
for academic costumes that has been in effect since that year, which made the wearing of academic regalia
uniform throughout the US.

The colorful hood is reserved for those individuals who have attained academic degrees beyond the
bachelor’s degree. The hood is a special part of the academic regalia that denotes scholarly and professional
achievements. The hoods, which differ in length for the three degrees, are lined with the official colors of
the university or college conferring the degree, usually with one color forming a chevron pattern over the
other. Hoods are edged and bound with velvet of the color appropriate for the degree. The colors you see
in the hoods and gowns represent the various fields in which the degrees were earned.

The hooding ceremony at Dakota State University signifies a scholarly and personal achievement. As chief
academic officer, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs commissions the university Registrar to
call forth the master candidate. Graduate faculty representatives place the hood on the student as a symbol
of passage from student to “master.’
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